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nose!    There is no reason, therefore, why their powers should
differ in kind from those of the ordinary medium, however
much, owing to their greater asceticism and more systematic
training, they may differ in degree, as for example in the clearness
of their trance-perceptions., the distance to which their mind
can be projected, and the like.    And yet, with a hardihood to
which I can remember no parallel, they have calmly assumed
that because they can read off with facility such facts and events
as are known to other minds, they could equally read them were
they altogether unknown.    And, indeed, at the first blush the
two things seem so alike, and it seems to make so little difference
whether you can read off the facts from other men's minds or
read them off independently, that their disciples have been
completely taken in.    And yet when you come to consider itr
there   is   as   deep   a gulf   fixed   between   the   two  things,,
as   between    heaven   and   earth.     The   one,    as   we   have
seen,   gives  no   increase   of   knowledge,   the   other   is   the
virtual   assumption   of   all   knowledge ;   the   one   goes   no-
farther than the modest claims of the thought-reader, the other
boldly  claims  the  omniscience of a  God.    Once  allow  the
Mahatmas  this   omniscience, and it follows that nothing in
heaven or earth or sea can be concealed from their gaze.    And
accordingly we find them claiming, and their disciples admitting,
that they could, if they would, settle for us all those disputed
questions about the inner constitution of the Sun, the nature of
the Ethef and other elemental forces, and the like, on which men
and Science have been so long engaged; while as for what takes
place within the mere limits of our Solar System, they are as
familiar with it as if it were their own back garden. And this claim
of omniscience on the part of poor mortals like themselves, their
disciples instead o! baulking at, have swallowed with as much
credulity and easy good faith as yokels at a country fail*.   Stiffly
upheld in their belief by the phenomena of hypnotism and
thought-transference which in all simplicity they imagine to be
the same sort of thing, but differing only in degree, they have